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the Sultan. But further than that Palmerston would not go.
In vain did Mohammed Ali request the British and French
governments to procure for him the right of heredity and so
preserve peace in the East.

In his despair Mohammed Ali set out for the Sudan to
inspect his gold mines, and told Campbell, the British Agent,
that if Re returned with plenty of gold, he would not require
friends or armies to arrange with the Porte.1 Such was the
extraordinary activity of the man that, though he was over
seventy years of age, he embarked on a perilous voyage along
the then unexplored Nile to the Sudan.

But the Sultan was not going to wait for the gold of
Mohammed Ali, and while the latter was away, he feverishly
concentrated his troops on the borders of Syria. Sultan
Mahmud was getting old and his passion for revenge gsew
with his dotage. He therefore risked a war when all his friends
thought that Mohammed Ali, being the stronger, would strike
first.

When war actually broke out in May 1839, with the Turks
crossing the boundary between Mesopotamia and Syria,
Campbell hastened to assert confidentially to Palmerston that
it was never the Pasha's intention to be the active aggressor or
to pass the frontiers of Syria or to attack the Sultan's forces,
and that he (Campbell) was borne out in that view by the
opinion of the Consuls-General of the Great Powers.2

At Constantinople, the Powers had warned the Sultan
against plunging into war. The Russian Ambassador plainly
declared to the Pone that Russian assistance to the Turkish
Government, stipulated in the Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi,
could not be claimed if the Turks were the aggressors in a war
against Mohammed Ali.3 Austria, Prussia and France also
gave warnings; but Ponsonby, the British Ambassador, used a
different language. When, just before the outbreak of war,
the Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs complained to Pon-
sonby of some legations (meaning France) " that give the most
pressing counsels to the Sublime Porte not to undertake war,

1 Foreign Office Records: Turkey (Egypt). Campbell to Palmerston, n
August 183$.
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